Support Peace in Sudan

In January 2005, Church World Service joined partners in Sudan to celebrate the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement, an event marking the beginning of an end to the senseless loss of life and suffering of the people of Sudan after a 21-year north-south war.  
With the tragic death of John Garang, chairman of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A), on July 31, barely three weeks after he was installed as First Vice-President of Sudan, the future of peace in Sudan is uncertain. 

ACTION: Write President George W. Bush and Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice asking that the U.S. government -- which played an important role in the establishment of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA) -- encourage the Sudanese government and the SPLM/A to remain firm in their commitment to peace and to the CPA.
BACKGROUND: The decades long war has impoverished its people and led to the death of over two million Sudanese and a refugee and displaced population of more than four million. Church World Service has been working with partners to help bring peace to Sudan. During a visit to Church World Service earlier this year, the Rev. Dr. Haruun Ruun, Executive Secretary of the New Sudan Council of Churches, a CWS partner, expressed great appreciation for the role the U.S. Churches have played in bring about the signing of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement in January 2005. 

The agreement provides for a fair settlement of the conflict, addresses legitimate grievances of the Southern Sudanese, and stipulates a referendum of self-determination for the South at the end of the six year interim period.  Rev. Ruun, however, cautioned that the first peace agreement, the Addis Ababa agreement, failed in 1983 because after it was signed external support virtually ceased. Thus, he implored the Churches not to let that happen this time.  

Now, with the tragic death of John Garang, chairman of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A),  which has triggered violent urban riots and led to the death of more than 100 people in Khartoum, the engagement of the Churches to help secure a fragile CPA is even more crucial. 

As people of faith who want to support peace in Sudan, we can call on the U.S. government to take the following actions:
· Intensify efforts in the UN Security Council and other appropriate venues to engage with the Government of Sudan, the leadership of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) and all other Sudanese actors, to ensure implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed in January;
· Work to ensure that John Garang’s tragic death does not in any way derail the CPA or impede its implementation; for example, by ensuring that the promise by Government of Sudan (GoS) to appoint a joint north-south commission to investigate the causes of the helicopter crash that led to the death of Mr. Garang, is properly executed;
· Ensure the existence of effective monitoring and enforcement mechanisms, e.g. that the U.N. peacekeeping force present in Sudan is adequately resourced;
· Increase development assistance to southern Sudan’s five main regions to bolster their relative level of development;
· Promote a democratic political process with broad participation in public affairs and free and fair elections throughout Sudan; 

· Act more effectively to end the genocide in Darfur [see Darfur Speak Out].
SAMPLE LETTER:

Dear President Bush [a similar letter can be written to Secretary Rice]:
Thank you for your successful efforts in helping the government of Sudan and the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) agree to end their long-standing violent conflict and establish the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA). 

As you know, this is an especially difficult time for the people of Sudan that may test the strength of the CPA. I am writing to ask that the U.S. government do all that it can to ensure that implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement stays on track. 
In particular, I ask that you:

· Intensify efforts in the UN Security Council and other appropriate venues to engage with the Government of Sudan, the leadership of the Sudan People's Liberation Movement/Army (SPLM/A) and all other Sudanese actors, to ensure implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed in January;

· Work to ensure that John Garang’s tragic death does not in any way derail the CPA or impede its implementation; for example, by ensuring that the promise by Government of Sudan (GoS) to appoint a joint north-south commission to investigate the causes of the helicopter crash that led to the death of Mr. Garang, is properly executed;

· Ensure the existence of effective monitoring and enforcement mechanisms, e.g. that the U.N. peacekeeping force present in Sudan is adequately resourced;

· Increase development assistance to southern Sudan’s five main regions to bolster their relative level of development;

· Promote a democratic political process with broad participation in public affairs and free and fair elections throughout Sudan; 

· Act more effectively to end the genocide in Darfur [see Darfur Speak Out].

Again, thank you for what you have already accomplished in helping bring peace to Sudan; please work to see that these very worthwhile efforts are not undone, but result in the full flowering of peace with justice for the people of Sudan. 

Sincerely,

